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Update on Aid for Central Ukraine – Apr 5, 2022
Our partner, Alessia, and her community of friends and family
continue to risk their lives daily helping people evacuate areas
subjected to heavy shelling – twice suffering damage to their
vehicle from explosions and shrapnel. Often these refugees
have nothing but the clothes on their backs and are in
desperate need of shelter, food, warm clothing and medicine.
Alessia informs us that the cost of everything is skyrocketing,
and less and less is available. Fuel can no longer be bought
with money, only with special coupons. This makes the many
miles Alessia and her friends drive to retrieve people and
distribute provisions even more challenging, but they are
doing it. In fact, they are expanding their efforts as more and
more refugees arrive from heavily damaged areas along the
Black Sea.

Preparing for new arrivals of refugees

Loaded with supplies to drive where people hide in
basements and are sorely lacking in basic supplies

As word of Alessia’s work spreads,
many people are offering rooms and
apartments to Alessia for free for
people who need shelter (asking only
for help with food, medicine, and
electricity for the families they shelter,
since they are already struggling to
feed themselves). Even schools are
turning classrooms into shelters. Some
refugees pass through in a day or two
on their way to western Ukraine or a
border, while others have been

sheltered for the past month. There are also many children and infants
that she cares for - some with parents, some who are orphaned, and
others whose parents were seriously injured and in hospitals. All of
them are fed and cared for by Alessia and her team. Yesterday they
even helped a 99-year-old grandmother who was found with a fractured
collar bone and arm.
Alessia has struggled to find more humanitarian aid but, so far, all her
help has come from Global Pearls, our friend/partner Ryan at Luena
Foundation, and Ovi from a small organization just across the border
from Ukraine. Luena and Global Pearls gave funding to Ovi’s group,
and he risked his life to drive a van filled with supplies to Alessia. You
could feel Alessia’s excitement when she told us of their success.
“These are the things that they brought: sleeping bags; air mattresses;
blankets; lots of clothes - Thank God!; food: vermicelli / spaghetti,

Food is cooked in large batches

cereals, sugar, tea, baby food, canned food, even
sausage! (we didn't even expect that); oil, plaster,
hygiene products; shampoo; women's hygiene (thank you
very much for this as it's very difficult for girls when
there are no tampons); stew, soups in instant packs (it's
very convenient) - thanks a lot! and most importantly 5
boxes of medicine! Tomorrow we will urgently start
delivering medicines. Please tell everyone thank you who
supported Ovi and his organization. I cried with joy as
strangers (who we think are angels) brought us all of
these things. My husband and I are very grateful to you,
to Ryan, and to Ovi as you saved lives tonight, but most
importantly, you gave us hope.”

Sometimes exhaustion overwhelms Alessia, but she keeps
going. The expressions of gratitude we are receiving
almost daily are both heartwarming and heartbreaking.
Global Pearls board members have matched (and will
continue to match) every donation for Ukraine 2:1 – the
maximum allowed by IRS regulations. We are so thankful
for your donations that make this possible.

With much gratitude,
Christina, Lisa, and the rest of the Global
Pearls team

