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Update on “Aid for Ukraine” – June 14, 2022 
  
 
It feels like there is no end to the influx of refugees... As Russian attacks have intensified, more people 
are leaving eastern Ukraine. But those fleeing 
now tend to be poorer and less willing to leave 
Ukraine altogether, so they are settling in Central 
Ukraine. Alessia has resettled over a thousand 
refugees from Odessa since our last update and 
hundreds from NE Ukraine moving into the Kyiv 
area. One of the many things we love about 
Alessia is that she recruits refugees to help with 
her program. It is those she has helped to settle in 
the area that do most of the cooking and serving 
of food to others. Not only does that ease her 
workload, but it gives the displaced people 
something productive to do.  

Here is a map of the two areas where Alessia is working 
 

 
Sometimes when she does food distributions in Area 1, 
she spends time visiting with a group of orphans who 
are living on their own and hiding in basements. They 
used to run away from her, but eventually she earned 
their trust. Now she plays cards with them (if she loses 
she has to buy them ice cream 😀)	and	gives	them	
gifts	like	blankets	and	food.	One	day	there	were	
many	war	planes	flying	overhead	and	they	told	her,	
“Aunt	Alessia,	don’t	be	afraid.	We	will	protect	you.	
We	know	all	the	basements	here.”	It’s	hard	to	know	
whether	to	laugh	or	cry!	
	

	
Although	the	needs	are	not	abating,	we	like	to	get	people	back	on	their	feet	as	quickly	as	possible.	
Since	almost	all	the	resettled	refugees	have	agricultural	backgrounds,	we	want	to	help	them	feed	
themselves.	We	have	therefore	started	an	agricultural	program	for	the	poorest	of	our	families	–	
particularly	our	orphans	and	their	foster	families.	We	are	giving	a	nanny	goat	and	kid	(for	milk),	
20-30	chickens	or	ducks	(for	eggs),	and	seeds	and	seedlings	(for	vegetables)	to	the	neediest	of	our	
families.	Not	only	will	this	provide	for	their	basic	nutritional	needs,	it	is	also	emotionally	healing	
for	our	traumatized	orphans.		
 



 

 

 

 
 

 
The orphaned children adore the animals, hugging and 
kissing the goats. One boy, who was left without 
parents, took a chick in his arms and said: "You are 
also without your mother. I will warm you up; do not 
be afraid." Caring for the animals is helping to heal the 
hidden scars these orphaned children carry. And it is 
giving adults a sense of purpose which is important to 
ward off depression and foster hope. 
 
Thank you for caring about these wonderful families.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Lisa, Christina, and the rest of the Global Pearls team 
 

A family with their new nanny goat and kid This woman (back left) has 4 biological children 
and she took in 4 additional children orphaned by 

the war. They are thrilled with their chickens. 

Seeds and seedlings will produce ample food to 
feed families through the next winter 


