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Update on “Aid for Central Ukraine” – Apr 16, 2022 
 

When President Zelensky encouraged everyone in Eastern Ukraine to evacuate, there was a deluge of 
people who took advantage of a brief pause in the war and drove west. As refugees arrived, Alessia worked 
to find places to shelter them. Many people have opened their homes, but the numbers are overwhelming. 
Sometimes they have to put up to 16 people in one room. They have refugees from Mykolayiv, Mariupol, 
Zaporizhia, Donetsk, Luhansk, and Kharkiv. When arriving refugees learn they will be cared for and fed, 
they often cry and their hands shake as they release their frightened tension.  
 
Many people are unable to evacuate because they don’t have 
cars or need to care for elderly family members, so Alessia 
and her team continue to drive food and basic medical 
supplies to trouble spots. One family burst into tears when 
they saw a loaf of bread – they had been hiding, hungry, in a 
basement for two weeks. Another day there were injured 
children who needed bandages. Once her car is emptied of 
food and supplies, she evacuates as many people as she can 
on her return trip. “I have tears in my eyes many times a day. 
But you have to hold on and go again for people and 
children.”  
 
In Alessia’s words, “Our president urges people to leave Donbas immediately and people are leaving. Such 
poor people. Dressed in old things and hungry. You can't stop on the way because those who stop will be 
considered the enemy. It is necessary for all to go exactly, without stops, 17 hours. People are so hungry. I 
brought them ointment and medicine. People really need the ointment for wounds, burns, skin. Another 8-
month-old child arrived so tired and hungry. We gave them milk formula and the baby ate so fast. We 
cooked pea soup for them. Hot food is like a holiday. I thank God that I can be a part of this help. I am 
happy today.” 

 
These are some of the kids Alessia takes care of. They 
have been here for over a month now. When he first 
arrived, the boy in 
front in blue pants 
wouldn’t speak – he 
hid and was afraid. 
In time he opened 
up and now likes to 
sit by Alessia and 
her son when they 
arrive.  

 
 

This little girl was also afraid, even of Alessia at 
first, but now she is doing well and asked Alessia 

to take this picture of her with her baby brother.  



 

 

A family (husband, wife, and toddler) that 
Alessia helped evacuate from Mariupol were 
dug out from under this rubble. She cared for 
them and helped them get to a border and on to 
Portugal where they are now living as refugees 
with friends of ours.  The father sent this 
message: “We are from the city of Mariupol. We 
no longer have housing. Thank God that my son 
and wife remained alive and unharmed, because 
I dug them out from under the rubble. Thank you 

for your unconditional kindness. Please thank everybody that has helped us. May God bless you all.” In 
gratitude for the help he received from Alessia, he is donating his car to her so she can continue to help 
more people with supplies and evacuations.  
 
This is the team of Romanian heroes we funded that made 
another trip in with supplies for Alessia. This time they 
drove 4 cargo vans loaded to the brim with food, blankets, 
mattresses, medical supplies, diapers... 2 for Alessia and 2 
for 300 refugees living in a church in Kyiv. In addition to 
distributing food staples to families in her area and other 
desperate towns, her team is feeding about 200 people per 
day, so the mountain of supplies is a tremendous blessing.  
 
Filling of the vans progressed until there was no space left: 

          
 
Alessia says, “The fact that we have received such very important things from you will help us to hold on, 
even if we are encircled. Now, expect a battle in Donbas. The fate of our city will depend on how this 
battle will take place, because [if the Russians are successful in Donbas and push west] we will be next. 
Please pray for our city.” 
 
With much gratitude for your support, 
 
Lisa, Christina, and the rest of the Global Pearls team 


